
AP Studio Art: 3D Design 
Instructor: Mrs. Ann Paller 
Email: pallea@collierschools.com  

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In this course, students will pursue the investigation of the three-dimensional form in ceramics.  There is 
no desired or dictated method of approaching the three dimensional form.  It is important that students 
learn to express themselves in their own personal style.  Students learn that art making is an ongoing 
process in which they create, review, make modifications, and explore variations as they make critical 
decisions and develop their art forms.  Homework assignments, journals, and work outside of the school 
day will take place throughout the year.  Ongoing group critiques with peers and the teacher, as well as 
ongoing individual conferences with the teacher, will take place throughout the course and form part of 
the assessment for the course.  Other assessments will be formative and summative as requirements 
are completed. 

PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS 

The 3-D Design portfolio has a basic, three-section structure, which requires the student to show a 

fundamental competence and range of understanding in visual concerns (and methods). The portfolio 

asks the student to demonstrate a depth of investigation and process of discovery through the 

Concentration section (Section II). In the Breadth section (Section III), the student is asked to 

demonstrate a serious grounding in visual principles and material techniques. The Quality section 

(Section I) permits the student to select the works that best exhibit a synthesis of form, technique, and 

content. 

Section I: Quality (5 works – selected from either breadth or concentration sections)  
Section II: Concentration (10-12 works) 
Section III: Breadth (8 works) 

Total pieces: 18 to 20 works required  

The elements of art and principles of design will be used to investigate the three areas of the portfolio. 

Students will be expected to develop mastery of their concepts and the execution of the desired 

processes used to develop their ideas into three dimensional forms.  

SUMMER REQUIREMENTS 

Students are required to familiarize themselves with the AP Studio Art 3-D Course Overview and must 

review the 3-D Design Sample Student Portfolios available from the AP College Board website (links 

embedded in text). 

Students must start a sketchbook that will be used throughout the year for planning and critiques.  In 

this sketchbook, students are required to write out an artist statement that includes a description of 

their chosen theme for the portfolio concentration and the inspiration behind it.  In addition to the artist 

statement, students will need to sketch at least 8-10 plans for the works they intend to create.  These 

plans/sketches should include descriptions of the medium, dimensions, color schemes, and inspiration 

for each piece.   
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